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Forever in our thoughts 


Foreword 


Whilst researching my family history | received an email from an unknown relative in Australia 
researching her family tree. What happened next is an ongoing story of research and discovery and 
this record is part of that story. Written by Chris Stewart, (a MacAskill descendant from Isle of North 
Uist) Co-Founder of Friends of the White Hut Gaelic Cemetery Facebook Page. 


| would like to record my eternal thanks to that relative and the Friends of the White Hut Gaelic 
Cemetery site’s other Co-Founder, Tania van Riel, (an Archibald MacLean descendant from 
Australia) for all her help and research and whom without her first email contact, | would have 
probably remained in ignorance of our shared ancestors’ remarkable story and the final resting place 
of many of them. 


| would also like to thank the following individuals, groups and organisations for historical information 
and reference: 


Oral history, Sollas residents | Lachlan A. Maclnnes | William ‘Bill’ Clarke | Wikipedia.org | Uist Arts 
Association | Blogspot.com | British Newspaper Archive | National Records of Scotland | North Uist 
Historical Society (CEUT) | The Inverness Courier | Tobar an Dualchais/Kist o Riches Project | HIES 
| Theshipslist.com | Angelfire.com | The National Archives, Kew | Google maps | Microsoft Bing 
maps | Cork Examiner | Cobh Heritage Centre, Cobh, (formerly Queenstown), Cork, Republic of 
Ireland | 


Last, but by no means least, all those who kept records, journals, diaries and wrote letters which 
have been preserved for history. 


This work is dedicated in remembrance of all those who were affected by these events. 
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Part 1 


Many of our ancestors who left the Highlands & Islands during the 1800’s did so either directly or indirectly 
as a result of the Highland Clearances. These Clearances were carried out to remove tenants (who struggled 
to pay their rents) from ‘over-populated’ areas and replace them with much more profitable sheep. 


Resistance to these Clearances was muted, partly because they were on the instructions of the Clan Chiefs 
supported by some elements in the Church. So, if you were a God-fearing Clansman you saw it as the will of 
God and few were prepared to question the wisdom of their Chieftain. There was, however, some resistance 
across the Highlands and Islands and we are going to look at one episode in particular that is still talked 
about and commemorated to this day in local history. In fact, the 170" year Anniversary is fast approaching 
and a new art work is being commissioned by the Uist Art Association on behalf of the Sollas community to 
commemorate the event. 


Evictions ordered by Lord MacDonald started on 14" July 1849, his Tacksman, supported by locals from 
another district began to evict Sollas tenants and their families, confiscate livestock and destroy their 
properties so they couldn’t return to them. However, they were forced to retreat after having stones thrown 
at them and, on the 16" and 17" July, the Sheriff-Substitute abandoned exercising the eviction warrants due 
to bad weather and he took pity on the tenants. 


Part 2 


Frustrated by the lack of progress in clearing the land, Lord MacDonald wrote to the Home Secretary in 
London requesting an ‘armed force’ to compel the inhabitants to comply with the eviction orders. The people 
also wrote to the Home Secretary and explained their plight. Their argument was that it was unfair and 
unreasonable to expect them to emigrate to a foreign land where they would likely arrive in winter with no 
land, homes, jobs and little or no possessions. They also wanted to harvest the crops they had been 
encouraged to plant earlier and take their livestock to the local markets to sell to mainland buyers. They 
wanted the evictions delayed until the following Spring when they would re-consider Lord MacDonald’s order 
to leave the land. So, what happened next...? In sharing this story with you | am trying to follow the same 
timeline as events occurred (albeit 170 years later!) so mark the 1°‘ and 2™ of August on your calendar for 
the next instalment. 


Part 3 


A large force of police officers was dispatched from Inverness to assist Lord MacDonald’s men continue the 
evictions. They arrived in Lochmaddy on the 1* of August 1849 and made their way to Sollas accompanied 
by Mr. Cooper, Lord MacDonald’s Commissioner, Sheriffs, Police Superintendent, local Church Minister and 
a special correspondent from The Inverness Courier who had accompanied them on the steamer Cygnet 
which had been chartered by the Procurator Fiscal for the week. On arrival in Sollas they again tried to 
convince the crofters to leave their homes and emigrate. The crofters refused, again citing their concerns that 
it was too late in the season to do so. After prolonged negotiations which failed to convince the crofters and 
their families to leave, the authorities decided to arrest two alleged ring-leaders from the previous attempted 
evictions and marched them to Lochmaddy where they were held overnight. They made plans to return the 
following day and carry out the evictions. 
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Part 4 
Blar Sholais (Scots Gaelic) the Battle of Sollas. 


Oral storytelling and evidence taken from those who were there suggest that matters came to a head when 
the evictions resumed on 2"? August 1849 and one woman called out that they (MacDonald’s forces) were 
‘to murder her children’ during her eviction. The assembled crowd, led mostly by women, could take no more 
and hurled stones and debris collected from a nearby beach at the Tacksmen, local helpers and police 
officers. Their actions were met with force and several were injured by baton wielding police as a result (a 
nearby stream is still Known as Abhainn na Fala or Stream of Blood) but not before the women supported 
by their men folk made MacDonald’s forces retreat. Overwhelming force eventually got the better of them 
and the police restored order. Another two male agitators were arrested on 2 August and were marched to 
Lochmaddy where they were held in cells along with the other two until they could be transported to the High 
Court in Inverness where they were charged with mobbing and rioting (amongst other charges). Thanks to a 
sympathetic judge, and public opinion in their favour, they receive an element of clemency and a reduced 
sentence of 4 months in jail. Their cases were widely reported in newspapers across Scotland at the time. 
The Inverness Courier of Thursday 09 August 1849 has a very detailed report and interviews with all 
parties involved under the heading ‘The North Uist Removals’ which was written by the special 
correspondent who accompanied the Government Forces. The Inverness Courier of Thursday 20 
September 1849 also carries a detailed report under the heading: The Solas Disturbances. 


The tenants from Sollas were eventually to be displaced to a barren area in Langass, which had been 
purchased by the Free Church of Scotland for their relief, then onto Locheport. Unfortunately, the land was 
not suitable for crofting at that time and they had to build temporary shelter from turf and houses from scratch. 


Two of those men arrested in Sollas left for Australia aboard HMS Hercules (chartered by the Highland & 
Islands Emigration Society) in 1852, with their families. One, Roderick MacPhail, died in Hospital in Cork, 
Ireland where the ship was quarantined between Jan-March 1853 and the other, Archibald MacLean Jnr. 
from Middlequarter, lost his wife and three of their youngest children on the voyage. One of Archibald’s 
descendants co-runs this website. The other two arrested men were Archie Boyd and Roderick MacCuish 
whom we believe remained in North Uist. 


In later years as a result of crofter and cottar agitation in the Highlands, questions were asked in the House 
of Commons about the plight of the people in the Highlands and Islands and this led to a Royal Commission 
being formed and recommending reform of the crofting system. 


Grateful thanks to the following for historical information. 


Oral history, Sollas residents | Wikipedia.org | Uist Arts Association | Blogspot.com | British Newspaper 
Archive | National Records of Scotland | The Inverness Courier | Tobar an Dualchais/Kist 0 Riches Project 


Blar Sholais (Scots Gaelic) The Battle of Sollas took place on the 2nd August 1849 on the Isle of North Uist. 
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Part 5 


Following on from the Battle of Sollas, having been evicted from the land with little more than the clothes on 
their backs, many of the families found themselves scattered across North Uist. A large group ended up on 
land in Langash (Langass) which had been purchased by the Free Church of Scotland for their relief. 
Unfortunately, the land was not suitable for crofting at that time and they had to build shelter from stones 
gathered from the shoreline with turf roofs. Some moved onto the surrounding area of Locheport. Out of 
desperation many of them decided to take up the offer of a better life through emigration but this would mean 
leaving their beloved islands and some extended family behind. Even this would not prove easy for them, 
and in order to ‘qualify’ for a place aboard a ship they had to meet strict criteria. 


The Highland and Island Emigration Society had been set up by April 1852 with Government support and 
Royal approval (Prince Albert was Patron and he encouraged public donations) to encourage emigration. 
This was seen as a Solution to; a) the problem of the ‘surplus population’ in the Highlands & Islands and b) 
to meet the demand for labour out in Australia and other colonies. 


In the following instalments we will look at the selection process, preparations being made by the authorities 
to facilitate their transportation to Australia and some of the ships chartered. However, if you can’t wait the 
following wiki page has further information and lots of links. 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Highland_and_ Island Emigration Society 


Part 6 


Those families that were selected for emigration had to pay a deposit (see table below) and possess certain 
personal belongings to sustain them on arrival in Australia. Those who were unable to afford the fare and 
necessary clothing etc were advanced deposits and clothing provided from Society funds which they had to 
repay. The Landlords and Trustees of the properties from which the emigrants departed had to pay a third of 
the emigration cost and the remainder of the sum was made up from Colonial Funds. 


The Society’s selection criteria were based on the rules of the Colonial Land and Emigration Commissioners 
and priority was given to whole families with able-bodied men and women within a certain age group, with a 
certain proportion of children. Grandparents were encouraged as well as this was calculated to ‘anchor’ 
families to their new surroundings and reduce the risk of the able-bodied men leaving and joining the ‘gold 
rush’ in Australia (which was part of the reason there was a skills shortage for agricultural workers at the 
time!). 


Status Proposed Actual 
Married Persons & unmarried women £1 10 shillings 
Children 10 shillings 5 shillings 
Single men £2 £1 
Persons between 45-50 years old £5 £2 10s 
Persons over 50 years old £11 £5 10s 


“For comparison a regular adult fare to Australia at that time was approx. £17 
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Part 7 


Sir John MacNeil (himself an islander, former surgeon and diplomat) co-founder of the Highland & Island 
Emigration Society oversaw the preparations on the ground to ensure that matters pertaining to the welfare 
of the emigrants and their families were met. The Society arranged for religious ministers, teachers and their 
assistants to accompany the emigrants on their voyage to Australia. A surgeon and matron was also provided 
as part of the crew to look after their medical needs. Gaelic and English bibles and psalm books were also 
provided, as was more clothing for the journey ahead. It is clear from correspondence between Sir John and 
other officials involved in the Society’s work that they truly believed they were doing the right thing by the 
emigrants and many people will argue that emigration was indeed the solution to the problem of over- 
population and destitution. Others of course will take a different view and argue that Land Reforms, fair rents 
and market price for their produce and livestock would have been a _ better solution. 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John McNeill (diplomat 


Part 8 


Many ships were used over the course of the migrations but we are going to concentrate on two in particular 
as they were directly related to our ancestors’ journey. The main vessel was the Royal Navy’s HMS Hercules 
(1815) which transported the emigrants from Scotland to Australia in 1852/3. She was a 74-gun warship that 
was being sent to Hong Kong to act as a floating barracks prior to de-commissioning. The Government (with 
Admiralty approval) offered her to the Society for transporting the emigrants to Australia prior to her final 
voyage to China. The Society happily accepted this offer and the vessel, along with Captain Baynton (who 
had extensive experience of sailing around the West Coast of Scotland) and his crew were tasked with this 
important role. As a result of this the emigrant’s deposits were halved by the Society as it worked out cheaper 
to transport them on HMS Hercules, rather than leasing a commercial freight vessel. In the next instalment 
we will look at the vessel used to transport the emigrants from their beloved islands to Campbeltown, Argyll 
where they would join the ‘Hercules’. https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/HMS Hercules (1815 


Part 9 


The ‘Celt’ was a fairly new iron paddle steamer built in 1848 by Denny Bros. at Dumbarton and owned by 
The Campbeltown and Glasgow Steam Packet Joint Stock Coy. Ltd. She was leased by the Society to 
transport the emigrants from the islands of Harris, North Uist and Skye to Campbeltown, Argyll. She was 
chosen for her speed and because the emigrants could be enclosed below deck protected from adverse 
weather, rather than out-in-the-open above deck as was normal practice. 


The paddle steamer ‘Celt’ left Glasgow on or around the 8" December 1852 and on board was a Mr. Chant, 
who was an agent for the Emigration Commissioners. He travelled to Glasgow from Liverpool and wrote to 
the secretary of the Emigration Commissioners with regular updates on the progress of their mission. His 
letters give us a fascinating insight into the events that took place so long ago. The ‘Celt’ arrived in 
Campbeltown later that evening to rendezvous with HMS Hercules which was already busy preparing for the 
emigrants arrival and stocking up on provisions. In the next instalment we look at the ‘Celt’s journey to the 
islands to collect its human cargo. https://www.dalmadan.com/?p=3232 
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Part 10 


On or around Sunday the 12'" December 1852 at approx. 2 am the paddle-steamer left Campbeltown for the 
islands. The weather was not favourable and she had to shelter in Loch Bracadale of the West Coast of Skye 
overnight before resuming her journey to Lochmaddy the following day. On the Monday she encountered a 
gale which damaged one of her paddle boxes, injured the seaman at the helm and meant she was reduced 
to ‘half-speed’ for the remainder of her journey! On Tuesday she left Lochmaddy for Finsbay, Harris, before 
returning later to Lochmaddy to collect more emigrants. Having decided to collect the emigrants from the Isle 
of Skye on a separate journey once repairs had been made and not wanting to exceed their limit for carriage, 
they left Lochmaddy on or around Friday 17" December with 350 passengers on board (including two 
stowaways!). They arrived in Campbeltown (via Canna and Oban) on or around the afternoon of Sunday 19" 
December having had to contend with more bad weather along the way. 


Sir John (MacNeil) wrote about the Celt’s arrival on the afternoon of the 19" and it was clear to him that the 
emigrants had suffered terribly from sickness during their voyage. However, he noted that when they boarded 
the ‘Hercules’ they had recovered their composure and confidence and looked calm, resolute and 
respectable. 


After repairs, the ‘Celt’ continued her task of bringing emigrants to the ‘Hercules’ and she left for Skye on or 
around midnight on Monday 20'" December to collect the remaining emigrants. This work would be completed 
by the Friday night and the remaining 375 emigrants were transferred to the ‘Hercules’ on Saturday morning. 


Part 11 


Final preparations aboard HMS Hercules were completed on Saturday 25" December but the wind direction 
was not favourable so Captain Baynton decided to leave on Sunday 26" December 1852 instead. Having 
been fed and clothed the mood amongst the emigrants had lifted and they were much more optimistic about 
their situation. 


On boarding the ‘Hercules’, Mr. Chant was made aware of the discovery of one of the stowaways. He wrote 
that ... [the stowaway] had secreted himself on board the ‘Celt’ due to his attachment to a young lady who 
was travelling with her family. On his discovery [the stowaway] had publicly declared in the presence of 
witnesses, that ‘she was his wife’-a legal form of marriage in Scotland! Chant could not suffer her to proceed 
without him (and fearing a revolt) so he agreed to [the stowaway] joining her but not before he had been 
arrested, taken before the Sheriff, convicted under clause 15 of the Passenger Act and fined £1- or 14-days 
imprisonment. The emigrants paid his fine and a Minister was summoned to solemnize the marriage 
according to the rites of the Church of Scotland. 


Part 12 


On Sunday 26 December 1852 HMS Hercules sailed from Campbeltown for Australia. Sadly, one of the 
emigrant men had passed away overnight and another was removed to hospital as he had a fever. 


In total, 160 officers and crew and 756 emigrants were aboard when she sailed. However, as they sailed from 
port, many with a heavy heart and much sadness, nothing could have prepared them for the trials and 
tribulations that lay ahead. 


On Thursday 30 December 1852 the ‘Hercules’ is sheltering off Rothesay, Isle of Bute. Captain Baynton 
wrote to Sir John McNeill.... ‘After five days of intense anxiety and great fatigue to officers and men (for 
everyone has been on deck since we left Campbeltown night and day), we anchored here this forenoon 
with our sails split, our rigging damaged, and the ship quite disorganised. The ports on the lower deck could 
only be opened once since we left Campbeltown, and the emigrants have suffered much in 
consequence’...... 
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rothesay 
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On Friday 31 December 1852 the ‘Hercules’ is safely at anchor in Rothesay Harbour. She will remain there 
for just over two weeks whilst repairs are carried out. A case of smallpox and another of measles are 


transferred to hospital. The surgeon has begun a vaccination programme amongst the children. 


We will re-join their story on 16 January 1853 when she sets sail again....... 


https://www.visitbute.com/ 


On Sunday 16 January 1853 the ‘Hercules’ leaves Rothesay Harbour to continue on her journey to Australia. 


We have no further data on her until 20 January 1853 when we will re-join her voyage. 
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Part 13 


On Thursday 20 January 1853 the ‘Hercules’ sails into Queenstown (now known as Cobh) in Cork, Ireland. 
Over the last few days an outbreak of smallpox has ravaged the emigrants and crew and several are infected 
on her arrival. 


Fearful of a contagious disease, the authorities refuse to allow anyone to leave the ship and shortly after her 
arrival tyohus breaks out amongst the emigrants. We believe the sick emigrants are eventually taken to 
Haulbowline Naval Hospital and the Duc d' Orléans hospital hulk. Those that have not been infected are sent 
to the military barracks nearby. 


A total of 56 people would die from the diseases, including the surgeon and matron who sailed on the ship 
and attended to the emigrants throughout. 


The vessel would be quarantined here for a period of almost 3 months until 14 April 1853, when she sets sail 
again for Australia. Only this time, a total of 380 emigrants would be aboard with the remaining survivors 
being sent out on several other vessels, once they recovered from their illness(es). 
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In this post we will look at extracts from the ‘Hercules’ crew sick records, which the surgeon was required to 
keep and they show how quickly the disease(s) spread amongst the Officers and crew of HMS Hercules. As 
Naval personnel, they would have been entitled to receive treatment at the Haulbowline Hospital as part of 
their common service entitlement. The emigrants were not so privileged. 


By late February, early March the Hospital appears to be overwhelmed and some of the crew are also sent 
to the hospital hulk Duc d’ Orleans anchored nearby the ‘Hercules’. In our next post we will look at February’s 
sick list and later a newspaper article which shows how quickly the disease(s) spread amongst the emigrants. 


January/February crew sick list (27'" Jan) Information from The National Archives, Kew, ADM 101/77/4/1 


Folio 22: JW, aged 32, able seaman; case number 3; disease or hurt, variola. Put on sick list, 11 January 
1853. Discharged 21 January 1853 to Haulbowline. 


Folio 23: JT, aged 30, able seaman; case number 4; disease or hurt, variola. Put on sick list, 17 January 
1853. Discharged 21 January 1853 to Haulbowline. 


Folio 23: JS, aged 19, boy 1st class; case number 5; disease or hurt, variola. Put on sick list, 14 January 
1853 at Rothesay, Scotland. Discharged 21 January 1853 to Haulbowline. 


Folio 23: SF, aged 21, private royal marine; case number 6; disease or hurt, variola. Put on sick list, 18 
January 1853. Discharged 21 January 1853 to Haulbowline. 


Folio 23: Al, aged 24, private royal marine; case number 7; disease or hurt, variola. Put on sick list, 20 
January 1853. Discharged 21 January 1853 to Haulbowline. 


Folio 24: AB, aged 37, able seaman; case number 8; disease or hurt, variola. Put on sick list, 18 January 
1853. Discharged 21 January 1853 to Haulbowline. 


Folio 24: TM, aged 20, ordinary seaman; case number 9; disease or hurt, variola. Put on sick list, 25 
January 1853 in Cove of Cork. Discharged 29 January 1853 to Haulbowline. 


Folio 24: JD, aged 15, boy second class; case number 10; disease or hurt, variola. Put on sick list, 21 
January 1853 in Cove of Cork. Discharged 3 February 1853 to Haulbowline. 


Folio 25: JR, aged 25, carpenter's crew; case number 11; disease or hurt, variola. Put on sick list, 24 
January 1853 in Cove of Cork. Discharged 4 February 1853 to Haulbowline. 


Folio 25: JH, aged 36, captain of the afterguard; case number 12; disease or hurt, variola. Put on sick list, 
25 January 1853 in Cove of Cork. Discharged 4 February 1853 to Haulbowline. 


Folio 25: AS, aged 23, ordinary seaman; case number 13; disease or hurt, variola. Put on sick list, 4 
February 1853 at Queenstown. Discharged 8 February 1853 to Haulbowline. 


Folio 25: SF, aged 21, private royal marine; case number 14; disease or hurt, variola. Put on sick list, 4 
February 1853 at Queenstown. Discharged 8 February 1853 to Haulbowline. 


Folio 26: HA, aged 16, boy 1st class; case number 15; disease or hurt, variola. Put on sick list, 8 February 
1853 at Queenstown. Discharged 13 February 1853 to Haulbowline. 
Folio 26: ES, aged 28, able seaman; case number 16; disease or hurt, variola. Put on sick list, 21 January 
1853 at Queenstown. Discharged 14 February 1853 to Haulbowline. 


Date: 1852-1853 Held by; The National Archives, Kew, Legal status: Public Record(s), 
Closure status: Open Document, Open Description. Information used under the Open 
Government Licence 


10 


Friends of the White Hut Gaelic Cemetery-FB post series 


February/March crew sick list (4'" Feb) 


Information from The National Archives, Kew, ADM 101/77/4/2 
Folio 26: DB, aged 34, private royal marine; case number 17; disease or hurt, continued fever. Put on 
sick list, 9 February 1853 at Queenstown. Discharged 19 February 1853 to Haulbowline. 


Folio 27: SL, aged 29, ordinary seaman; case number 18; disease or hurt, continued fever. Put on sick 
list, 12 February 1853. Discharged 19 February 1853 to Haulbowline Hospital. 


Folio 27: DE, aged 21, able seaman; case number 19; disease or hurt, continued fever. Put on sick list, 
13 February 1853 at Queenstown. Discharged 19 February 1853 to Haulbowline Hospital. 


Folio 27: CT, aged 34, captain of the afterguard; case number 20; disease or hurt, continued fever. Put 
on sick list, 14 February 1853 at Queenstown. Discharged 19 February 1853 to Haulbowline Hospital. 


Folio 28: JT, aged 28, able seaman; case number 21; disease or hurt, continued fever. Put on sick list, 
23 February 1853 at Queenstown. Discharged 26 February 1853 to Haulbowline Hospital. 


Folio 28: JT, aged 53, ship's cook; case number 22; disease or hurt, continued fever. Put on sick list, 14 
December 1852 at Campbeltown, North Britain. Discharged 26 February 1853 to Haulbowline Hospital. 


Folio 28: CUP, aged 34, quartermaster; case number 23; disease or hurt, continued fever. Put on sick list, 
18 February 1853. Discharged 28 February 1853 to Haulbowline Hospital. 


Folios 28-29: J FW P, aged 25, master's assistant; case number 24; disease or hurt, variola. Put on sick 
list, 26 February 1853. Discharged 28 February 1853 to Haulbowline Hospital. 


Folio 29: IP, aged 23, private royal marine; case number 25; disease or hurt, variola. Put on sick list, 28 
February 1853 at Queenstown. Discharged 3 March 1853 to Haulbowline Hospital. 


Folio 29: J MacD, aged 19, ordinary seaman; case number 26; disease or hurt, intermittent fever. Put on 
sick list, 4 February 1853 at Queenstown. Discharged 10 March 1853 to Duc d' Orleans hulk. 


Folio 29: JM, aged 35, carpenter's mate; case number 27; disease or hurt, continued fever. Put on sick 
list, 1 March 1853 at Queenstown. Discharged 10 March 1853 to Duc d' Orleans hulk. 


Folio 30: JB, aged 31, corporal Royal Marines; case number 28; disease or hurt, continued fever. Put on 
sick list, 12 March 1853 at Queenstown. Discharged 14 March 1853 to Duc d' Orleans hulk. 


Date: 1852-1853 Held by; The National Archives, Kew, Legal status: Public Record(s), 
Closure status: Open Document, Open Description. Information used under the Open 
Government Licence 
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The following newspaper report is reproduced by kind permission from the @TheBritishNewspaperArchive 


Cork Examiner - 


A revolting instance of the barbarous and cruel folly of our quarantine laws, is afforded by the case of a ship 
which put in lately to Queenstown, having on board 700 emigrants from the Isle of Skye, some of them 
attacked with small-pox. These unhappy creatures, unable to understand a word of English, have been 
condemned to the strictest exclusion from the land, and to remain shut up with sickness in the narrowest 
space sufficient for them if well, the living and dead being confined together in sort of Mezentian union, and 
the terrors of disease being exaggerated, while those who are in health are not allowed escape from it. Until 
the deaths, and the vaccination of all the survivors without distinction, opposed limit, the human freight must 
have continually rotted away. The sense of such atrocity has so prevailed over legal restraints, that within the 
last few days measures have been taken to separate and sort this self-consuming and festering mass of 
people, by removing such of the passengers as are well to Haulbowline Island. There is no motive cruel as 
fear, and the contagious inhumanity of the law seems in this instance to have infected the minds of persons 
on the shore, the emigrants being repelled with horror from all the inhabited islands, and even being obliged 
to bury their dead in the slob! Objection was made, and we think properly, to the admission of the sick into 
the common fever hospital at Queenstown, small pox being disease of such a violently infectious nature. But 
the fault rests with the Government, for not having provided some kind of detached hospital, on any of the 
points of land the harbour, in order to meet the numerous cases of vessels arriving with sickness. We agree 
the conclusions of those who think that the whole principle of the quarantine laws is founded on a barbarous 
and obsolete absurdity. We consider it as the superstition of medical science, and have as much faith in the 
utility of its precautious, as of the usual safeguards against witchcraft. Even if the modes of transmission of 
disease were allowed to be the same are implied in the system, there can be no pretence, that with the 
resources of modern times, means could not be found to insulate it successfully on land, as by keeping 
wretched creatures a short distance from the shore in a prison of death, according the requirements of a law 
which makes people think they have an interest in being inhuman. 


https://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/ 
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WARNING: The following post contains details which you may find upsetting. If you or anyone you know is affected by 
suicide or attempted suicide you should talk to a friend, medical professional or charitable helpline such as the Samaritans 
about it. It’s good to talk! 


The following newspaper report is reproduced by kind permission from the @TheBritishNewspaperArchive 


THE EMIGRANTS FROM SKYE-Banffshire Journal and General Advertiser - Tuesday 01 March 1853. 


A few weeks ago, the Government sent a vessel belonging to the Royal Navy, the “Hercules” to Campbeltown 
to carry out 1000 emigrants from Skye and the Long Island. The “Hercules" (says the Perth Courier) is a 
noble ship, nicely fitted up, sufficiently manned, and excellently managed. She has her captain and officers, 
her clergyman and teachers, her surgeon and complete staff on board, yet so far as her present expedition 
is concerned, she has been exceedingly unfortunate. A ship might have sailed to Australia since first she 
lifted anchor to leave Campbeltown with her compliment of emigrants on board. She had only gone a few 
days to sea, when compelled by stress of weather to return and take shelter in Rothesay Bay, Bute. While 
there, symptoms of smallpox appeared which have since spread rapidly among the passengers. After a stay 
some weeks at Rothesay the ‘Hercules’ sailed a second time, but after being several days at sea, was 
compelled by the storm to take refuge in Queenstown Bay, Cork. Ireland. There the unfortunate vessel still 
lies, and may lie for many weeks to come before she obtains a clean bill of health. The cases of small-pox 
on board have been numerous and latterly some cases of fever have appeared. The following extracts from 
a journal kept aboard, may prove painfully interesting to many of those who take an interest in their Highland 
countrymen. When the cases of sickness had become numerous and alarming, arrangements were made 
for procuring an hospital ashore: - 


Feb, 4'"- “One of the emigrant patients in Haulbowline Hospital died this morning of fever and small-pox combined. His 
name was JM, from Uist, and he left a widow and two children”. Three other small-pox cases were sent to the Hospital 
from the ship. Feb. 5'*- Eight patients were sent to the Hospital. Feb 6th —Had divine service on deck, both fore and 
afternoon, M. McD, from Uist, died of small-pox. and left a husband and three children, and an infant on the breast. Feb. 
7 Five small-pox patients were sent ashore. Feb 8'" —Seven more patients were sent ashore. Feb, 9th—A young 
man from Uist named L, not of Highland extraction, attempted to commit suicide by cutting his throat. He made a deep 
gash in his neck, but his knife was too blunt to do the deed effectually before he was discovered. Ten patients were sent 
ashore. Feb 10" Four patients sent to Hospital. Feb 11" - Five cases sent to Hospital. Feb 12'* —Two births on board. 
Feb 13'-At 5 a.m. a young woman, aged 18 from Strath, named M.Mcl, put an end to her existence throwing herself 
overboard. She left her bed undiscovered by anyone, rushed upon deck, ascended the poop, was seen by the sentry at 
the cabin door, who was preparing to fire his daylight musket, but before he got to the poop, the unfortunate girl was 
overboard. The current was so strong that searching would be in vain. Four patients sent ashore. Feb. 14th —A child 
died, and five cases were, removed to Hospital. At 8 P.M. the young man L made a second attempt to destroy himself 
by strangling, but was prevented. Feb. 15‘ - Two patients were sent ashore. Feb. 16th—Three cases were sent to 
Hospital, and L made a third unsuccessful attempt at suicide. Feb. 17° —Two fever cases were sent to Hospital and 
one died. Feb 18'-One death took place ashore, and fever was discovered in the ship. 


A mere glance at this sad journal is sufficient to show that a series of unfortunate circumstances has attended 

the poor emigrants since first they left their humble homes, and the God of providence alone knows how, or 
when their troubles will terminate. Since they joined the ship at Campbeltown, up to the 18" Feb. they had 
on board 4 births. | marriage, 14 deaths. 130 cases of small-pox, and three cases of fever. 


The prevalence of small-pox cases on board this unfortunate ship is a clear proof of the carelessness of the 
people in regard to vaccination. For a considerable number of years back the inhabitants of the Western Isles 
have become quite indifferent as to vaccination and the consequence is that cases of small-pox are becoming 
unusually common. The fact is, that matters will not be properly attended to in this respect until every family 
be compelled by the Government of the country to have all their members duly and properly vaccinated. 
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The following newspaper report is reproduced by kind permission from the @TheBritishNewspaperArchive 


Cork Examiner - 


TOWN COUNCIL—Yesterday. The usual monthly meeting of the Council was held on yesterday, at 1 o'clock, 
in the City Grand Jury Room. In the absence of the Mayor, Mr. R. Dowden, presided. The "Hercules," After 
the minutes had been read. The Chairman stated to the Council what had been done in reference the intention 
of some the authorities in Queenstown to bring the patients attacked with small- pox in the government 
emigration ship " Hercules" to the old Lunatic Asylum. He said that much credit was due to Mr. Fitzgerald, 
the Mayor's Secretary, for the promptness with which he had acted in the matter. The Magistrates would 
certainly be guilty of no act of inhumanity, but they were perfectly justified in the protest they had entered, 
when the government authorities had so many resources open to them in Haulbowline. Dr. Lyons observed, 
as the old Lunatic Asylum was spoken of, that it would be the best possible act of economy the part of the 
Cork guardians to take the Asylum for an auxiliary for all their purposes. It could also be turned into a general 
hospital to the support of which both landlord and tenant should contribute, instead of, as at present, throwing 
all the burden on the unfortunate occupiers of houses. Mr. Fitzgibbon remarked that much had been said 
about the danger of infection by the patients on board the " Hercules,” but he should say that there was just 
as much danger from the nuisances which abounded in their lanes and alleys (hear, hear). He therefore 
wished to know if there were any valid objection the introduction of the Common Lodging Houses Act into 
Cork and if so, what was its nature. If there were any good reason for its postponement, there could be no 
objection to agree to it, but he really could not conceive that there was any such reason when he was informed 
by the efficient Secretary of the Mayor that the act could now be carried out without the least difficulty. Dr. 
Lyons said that he was about to propose that a memorial be addressed to the Lord Lieutenant praying him 
to order the bringing into operation in Cork the common lodging houses' act (hear, hear). He did not however, 
from the limited powers given in that act. augur that any great results would flow from it at the present moment, 
but much information would be gleaned under it which would be useful on the introduction of the new bill. He 
would therefore move that a memorial be addressed to the Lord Lieutenant praying that might he pleased to 
authorise the carrying out of the act in Cork. Mr. Fitzgibbon seconded the motion, and said that he conceived 
the act was quite equal to the purposes which it was intended to accomplish. Mr. Cave observed that had 
been found most effectual in Limerick where it was enforced. The motion was unanimously adopted. 


https://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/ 
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The following newspaper report is reproduced by kind permission from the @TheBritishNewspaperArchive 


Cork Examiner - 


THE EMIGRANT SHIP " HERCULES." * MEETING OF THE INHABITANTS OF QUEENSTOWN. (FROM 
OUR REPORTER.) A numerous and highly influential meeting of the inhabitants of Queenstown was held in 
the Court-house of that town, on Wednesday last, for the purpose of protesting against the intended removal 
of the emigrants on board the "Hercules," to the Military Barrack at Queenstown, and, adopting such 
measures as they considered calculated to induce the authorities to adopt some other means of relieving 
those unfortunate people. Samson T. French, Esq., J.P., acted as Chairman. The Chairman said the 
Magistrates and other influential parties had decided on calling that meeting in compliance with a requisition 
which had been numerously signed, stating the alarm which existed amongst the inhabitants of Queenstown, 
owing to the expressed intention of landing the emigrants, and for the purpose of considering what means 
should be taken to prevent any injury arising to the health of the town. In the first instance they had ascertain 
what was proposed to be done by the authorities. It appeared that the Admiral, who, he should say, had 
showed the kindest possible feeling, stated the intention was to put those affected with fever into a hulk which 
had been hired, and anchored near the " Hercules;" those affected with small pox were to be removed to 
Haulbowline, and those convalescent they were endeavouring to get accommodation for in some old fever 
sheds near Monkstown; but, failing in that, these and the others who were not ill, it was intended to place in 
the military hospital, and, the same time, to have sentries arranged as to prevent communication between 
the hospital and any other part of the mainland. It was also proposed that their effects, their chests, their 
clothing, and everything else that was not proper to be burned should be taken to Rat Island, to be there 
fumigated or cleaned in whatever way was considered most advisable. The Board of Health, when they had 
ascertained what it was proposed be done, thought the best thing they could suggest, on their part, was that 
a strong memorial should be drawn up to the Lord Lieutenant stating the evils likely to arise from receiving 
those persons into the place that had been suggested, and requesting the Lord Lieutenant would cause the 
vessel to be sent away to proper quarantine station, or else that the sick should be placed the stores at 
Haulbowline, where sufficient room could be easily obtained by packing more closely the stores already there 
(hear, hear). In conclusion, the Chairman observed Mr. Drew would read the Memorial which had been drawn 
up for the consideration of His Excellency. Mr. Drew then read the memorial, which was listened to with 
marked interest by the meeting: — "TO HIS EXCELLENCY THE LORD LIEUTENANT. " May it please Your 
Excellency—We, the Inhabitants of Queenstown, having heard with great alarm that it is the intention of the 
authorities to land either a portion or the entire of the emigrants from H. M. Ship Hercules, at present in this 
harbour, and place them in the old Barrack of this town, beg most respectfully to protest against such a 
measure, and to solicit your Excellency's interference to prevent its being carried into effect. Small pox and 
fever of the most malignant kind at present prevail on board that ship to an alarming degree; fresh cases are 
daily occurring, and we humbly submit that the bringing such a body, over 700 persons, into this crowded 
town will inevitably tend to spread disease, a conclusion which, we may say we are warranted in by painful 
experience of past cases, one of which, that of the " Ella," attended by the most fearful consequences, and 
the loss of many lives occurred about two years since. We would also venture to suggest that abundant room 
exists in Her Majesty's stores at Haulbowline, which, from their insular situation would effectually prevent the 
spread of contagion, but should it not be found desirable to place them there, the ship might at once be sent 
to proper quarantine station. We add our prayer that, should a similar case occur at a future time, namely, a 
ship putting into this port with sick emigrants on board, she may be placed in strict quarantine until proper 
arrangements be made, that an order in Council be made to that effect, and the necessary instructions be 
sent to the quarantine officers here." We respectfully solicit the favour of an immediate answer, as we have 
requested the Admiral to postpone the landing of the emigrants until we shall have received reply to the 
memorial." Mr. Drew then observed—Their present meeting might appear rather an ungracious proceeding, 
perhaps, and not exactly in accordance with the dictates of humanity—some persons least might think so— 
however they would not yield to any persons in sympathy for the unfortunate people on board the Hercules, 
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and they would be most anxious to do anything in their power to alleviate their miserable condition (hear, 
hear). But they had a duty to perform to their own community; they had a prior and a paramount claim upon 
them, and, in casting their eyes around the circumference, they ought not to forget the centre. It might be 
said that it was only proposed to land the healthy emigrants in the town, but they could scarcely suppose the 
possibility of 600 or 700 persons being landed from a vessel in which they had been confined for considerable 
time, and in which infectious disease of the most alarming kind prevailed, without, in his humble opinion, 
bringing the seeds of disease along with them (hear, hear).— was much more than probable that, if located 
in the Barrack of that town, adjoining a most populous locality, that the seeds of disease would develop 
themselves, that fever and small pox would occur amongst the people, that those diseases might be 
communicated to the inhabitants, and fearful ravages might prove the consequence (hear, hear). They all 
knew that a large number of the people of that town depended upon lodgings and the influx of strangers for 
their support, and they were called upon to protect those people (hear, hear). If, at the present time, the 
commencement of the season, the opening of the spring, if the town got a bad character, if it were generally 
known around that infectious disease prevailed there, why they all knew what the result would be, strangers 
would be prevented from visiting their town, and, perhaps, a large number of persons would be reduced to 
destitution (hear, hear). Nothing but the most imperative necessity could induce them to adopt that 
proceeding but they had a duty to perform towards the inhabitants of the town, and that duty they were bound 
to perform. They would be happy to give every assistance in their power Admiral Purvis in his great and 
natural anxiety to provide for those emigrants. He believed, for his own part, there never was a better officer, 
or better man exercising command at that Station (hear, hear). Since he resided amongst them he had been 
unceasing in his benevolence, and untiring in his anxiety promote the good of the people in every possible 
way (hear, bear), and it was with the greatest regret they would thwart his wishes or objects in any way ; but, 
as he had said before, they had an imperative duty to perform towards the community amongst whom they 
lived, whose interests they should, of course, in the first instance be anxious to promote That was a matter 
which had occupied their attention for a great number of years; they had been always alive to the necessity 
of making provision in that harbour for sick emigrants—(hear, hear). They had had repeated instances of 
emigrant ships putting into that port in distress, and they had had the most painful experience of the results 
that took place on those occasions. They had memorialled the Commissioners of Emigration, earnestly urging 
on them to make the necessary provision for those emigrants, they had sent forward several memorials to 
that effect, and he really thought those gentlemen had not taken up the subject in the manner they ought to 
have done. The last reply to their memorial was to the effect that they had no funds for that purpose; but as 
they had stated to those gentlemen in a recent communication, if they had no funds for that purpose, seeing 
the great and urgent necessity that existed, they ought to have placed themselves in immediate 
communication with the government of the country, who would provide the necessary funds, or, if necessary, 
make application to parliament for that purpose. Those unfortunate people should not be altogether insulated, 
they should not be altogether left to their own resources, engaged as they were in making a laudable effort 
to improve their condition in a foreign country (hear, hear). He thought they were fully justified in taking those 
proceedings, and he should say that he thought the feeling of excitement that appeared to have prevailed 
abroad was fully justified by the circumstances, and he trusted that government would, at last, see the 
necessity of making sufficient and ample provision for the reception and treatment of sick emigrants in the 
harbour. The government had, undoubtedly, ample powers, and ample means for that purpose ; they had 
hulks suitable for such a purpose, rotting in the several ports of England, in Chatham, in Sheerness, in 
Portsmouth and Plymouth, and no more expense would he incurred by placing one of those vessels in this 
harbour than by permitting them to remain at their present stations, for it would be unnecessary to employ a 
medical staff until the emergency arose (hear, hear). As he had observed before, under those circumstances 
they were fully justified in protesting against the introduction of emigrants labouring under contagious disease 
into their town. A due regard for the safety of the people absolutely required it, and he hoped that Admiral 
Purvis, when he took all the circumstances and facts the case into his consideration, would see that the 
application they had made was not all unreasonable, under the circumstances the town; and that the Lord 
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Lieutenant, to whom the memorial was about to be sent, would grant a favourable answer (hear, hear). Mr. 
Drew then proposed the adoption the memorial. The Rev. Mr. Murphy said, before the memorial was put for 
the approval of the meeting, he begged to say that he thought it might be well to introduce into the memorial 
an application for some permanent provision for emigrants who might put in there under the circumstances 
in which the Hercules had entered their harbour (hear, hear). The speech that Mr. Drew had made might not 
meet the eye of the Lord Lieutenant; and, therefore, he thought it might be advisable at present, when the 
necessity of the case was urgent, and when circumstances had arisen establishing the necessity of having 
some permanent provision made for emigrants putting into Queenstown labouring under disease, to introduce 
some sentence into that memorial reminding the Lord Lieutenant of the various applications that had been 
already made on that subject, and begging that a permanent provision might be made for emigrants arriving 
under those circumstances (hear, hear). Dr. Meade stated they had already memorialled the Colonial Land 
and Emigration Commissioners on that subject, and they had received their reply. They had sent copies of 
the memorial to the different public offices, and from one of them they had received a suggestion 
recommending them to address the Secretary of the Colonies on that subject, and, in order to give the 
memorial more effect, to do through the Lord Lieutenant, and that suggestion they intended acting upon in 
the course of a day or two (hear, hear). The Chairman said it was thought better not embarrass that memorial 
by introducing any subject, but that for which the meeting had been expressly called. Captain Macan 
seconded the adoption of the memorial which was unanimously agreed to. Mr. Drew observed that it might 
be asked what course had that meeting to suggest. It had been mentioned—and he thought it a very practical 
suggestion—that Government had ground at Carlisle and Camden, in a peculiarly favourable position, and 
they might very easily get a few hundred deals and throw up an extensive shed or house there in a very few 
days amply sufficient for the accommodation of those people, and he thought that would be a much better 
and a much safer course than introducing them into their town, at that time of the year (hear, hear). The 
Chairman believed they had nothing more to do than to wait the result of that memorial. In the mean time 
they would do their best to get the permanent provision that the Rev. Mr. Murphy spoke of established in the 
port, which would be probably hulk, or receiving ship or something of that kind. They had applied to the 
Admiral to suspend the order for landing the emigrants until the result of that memorial was known. Mr. James 
Seymour moved that Mr. French leave the chair, and that the Hon. Robert Hare act as second Chairman, 
after which the thanks of the meeting were proposed to the former Chairman for the anxiety, he had always 
manifested to promote the interests of the inhabitants of Queenstown. Dr. Meade briefly seconded the 
proposition, which was unanimously agreed to, and the meeting terminated. We shall give on the next day 
the Memorial to the Commissioners of Emigration, referred in the above report. 
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The Surgeon onboard HMS Hercules is taken ill with fever on the 19'° March and admitted to Haulbowline 


Hospital where he sadly passed away on the 30" March 1853. It is clear from correspondence relating 


to 


events at that time that he and his team were held in high regard for their efforts and compassion in treating 
the emigrants. His death is listed in the following newspaper report and the medical staff write to the Surgeon 


General of the Royal Navy to advise him of Dr. Carey’s passing. 


The following newspaper report is reproduced by kind permission from the @TheBritishNewspaperArchive 


Cork Examiner - Friday 08 April 1853 


March 30, at Haulbowline, Queenstown, Laurence Carey, Esq., Surgeon of H.M.S Hercules, aged 35 
years, from fever caught in the discharge of his duties towards the emigrants to Australia, from the Isle of 
Skye. Image © THE BRITISH LIBRARY BOARD. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. 


Dr Carey was buried at CLONMEL (Old Church) Cemetery, near 
Queenstown (now Cobh) and his gravestone bears the inscription: 


"SACRED/ TO THE MEMORY OF/ LAWRENCE CAREY, Esq/ R.N./ AGED 

35 YEARS/ SURGEON TO H.M. SHIP "HERCULES"/ HE FELL A VICTIM 

AT HAULBOWLINE/ ON THE 30TH MARCH 1853/ TO MALIGNANT FEVER 
CAUGHT IN/ THE FULFILLMENT OF A LONG AND/ DEVOTED ATTENDANCE 
ON THE POOR/ EMIGRANTS FOR AUSTRALIA/ MAY HE REST IN PEACE". 


We believe that Margaret Macinnes, the Matron on board the ship, who also worked tirelessly to tend to her 
fellow emigrants, died on or around the 31 March 1853 from fever as well. She was a widow from Skye who 
was travelling with her family of two sons and a daughter. Both of her sons were appointed as helpers to the 
Schoolmaster on board. Sadly, one of her sons died in Cork as well. The remaining son and daughter left for 


Australia on another vessel after their recovery. 
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The following newspaper report is reproduced by kind permission from the @TheBritishNewspaperArchive 


Cork Examiner - 


The case of the ship Hercules, under another name, is exactly related in the article which we give elsewhere 
from the Times with respect to the war-steamer Agamemnon. What is described as without precedent in the 
history of official mismanagement and neglect, was taking place in another part of the kingdom, and ina 
worse degree. " The Agamemnon," we are told, "is infected—she is rank with a contagious fever—she is a 
mere floating coffin—a tender to the graveyard. The wretched crew are cooped up on board of her more 
closely than the wretched citizens of London were cooped up in their town, when the death cross was 
inscribed on every second door." This also was the fate of the " Hercules." The two instances are the same— 
on board both vessels were seven or eight hundred human beings—in both more than half that number were 
lying ill together—both have lain in harbours crowded with shipping—in both also the farce of fumigating, on 
which Sir John Young based his hopes, was carried out with equal effect; but there is this difference between 
the two cases, that we are now assured upon the authority of the medical attendant, that the disease on 
board the "Agamemnon was mild form of scarlatina, whereas that of the " Hercules" was undoubtedly the 
most virulently infectious of all Known maladies. We should also state, that a regular hospital for shipping 
exists at Portsmouth, a ward of which was appropriated to the sufferers in the former vessel, and that a hulk 
was also moored near her; whereas in Queenstown there has been neither hulk, nor hospital, except what a 
temporary effort may succeed in providing after the mischief has been done. The Times makes out a strong 
case against the Admiralty, but it is nothing to what the parallel instance supplies as to the combined neglect 
of that department and the Emigration Commissioners, as exhibited in our immediate vicinity. 


https://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/ 
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The following newspaper report is reproduced by kind permission from the @TheBritishNewspaperArchive 


Cork Examiner - Wednesday 11 April 1853 


We believe that HMS Hercules finally left Queenstown (Cobh), Cork, Ireland bound for Australia sometime 
between the 11-14 April 1853. The following newspaper article from the Cork examiner of 15 April 1853, 
under ‘shipping news' lists her as departing on the 11 April. Newspaper image reproduced with kind 
permission from the British Newspaper Archive. 
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The following newspaper report is reproduced by kind permission from the @TheBritishNewspaperArchive 


Cork Examiner - 


NAVAL MEDICAL OFFICERS QUEENSTOWN. So, the Commander-in-Chief of the naval force in Ireland is 
opposed to the intended recognition by the Colonial Land and Emigration Commissioners of the valuable and 
important services rendered to the suffering emigrants of the ‘Hercules’ by the naval medical officers on that 
station. The late Dr. Carey, surgeon of the ‘Hercules’, contracted a fatal fever on board that ship, and his 
heirs justly received a pecuniary compensation from the Commissioners, Dr. Stewart, assistant surgeon, was 
also similarly rewarded Upon the arrival of the Hercules at Queenstown, where Dr. Carey shortly afterwards 
died, his arduous duties were transferred to the medical officers at Haulbowline Hospital But, as is usual in 
epidemics of small-pox and typhus fever, a great proportion of the 700 emigrants embarked were speedily 
attacked with one or other of these scourges so that at length it became a matter of danger to receive any 
more patients into the already overcrowded hospital. In these circumstances a hulk in the harbour was 
transformed into a temporary hospital, and put under the medical charge of a surgeon of the navy, from half- 
pay, for the reception of fever cases ; while those of the emigrants who remained healthy were landed from 
the Hercules, and lodged in a house at Queenstown, under the medical superintendence of the surgeon of 
the flag-ship, and, on that ship going to sea, of an assistant surgeon of the Royal navy. Some idea may be 
formed of the intensity of both the small pox and typhoid fever epidemics, when we state that at Haulbowline 
Hospital alone upwards of 150 cases were treated, of whom 25 died; and that in the hospital in the hulk there 
were 95 cases of fever, of whom 7 died. No notice is here taken of the number of cases among the officers 
and ship's company of the Hercules, who caught infection, and were received into the hospital, for they had 
the usual and common-service claim upon the medical resources of the station. After the harassing, 
responsible, and perilous duties which were thus imposed upon the medical officers by circumstances not 
arising in the ordinary course of service, one could scarcely imagine that official authority should have 
interposed to prevent their receiving some expression the gratitude of the commissioners of emigration. We 
profess to be equally jealous with the Admiralty the honour of the service; but we cannot understand how it 
can be at all compromised by the officers excepting extra reward for extra labour. This principle of 
compensation, indeed, reigns throughout all departments of the public service, and, if precedents be needed 
in justification of such a course, we need not go far to seek them. We have already alluded to the cases of 
the late Dr. Carey and Dr. Stewart. The periods famine in Ireland and in Scotland, as that of the prevalence 
of cholera in Jamaica, afford abundant evidence in which both executive and civil naval officers obtained 
gratuities for service rendered and considering the peculiar and arduous nature of the duties performed in 
the case of the Hercules, and the high character of the officers engaged, we see no reason why compensation 
should be withheld on the present occasion. Perhaps the gallant Admiral considers "it is better to deserve, 
and not to have, than to have and not to deserve." If this be his opinion, we may be allowed also to observe 
that if the first limb of the aphorism is to be reserved for the exclusive benefit of medical officers, the practical 
application of the second might tell with awkward effect upon the proportionate amount of freights, prize- 
money, and upon some other of those substantial privileges which at present are enjoyed by a Commander- 
in-Chief.—Morning Herald. 


https://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/ 
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Part 14 


We know from Government records held by the National Archive, Kew, London (Reference: ADM 101/77/5) that 
HMS Hercules made landfall at the Cape of Good Hope on or around 20th June 1853 to take on water, fresh 
provisions and leave at least two members of crew at the Royal Naval Hospital, Simon's Bay, Cape of Good Hope. 
They leave on 21st June 1853 to continue to Australia. htips://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cape of Good Hope 


The Cape of Good Hope looking towards the west, from the coastal cliffs above Cape Point, overlooking 


Dias beach. by Diego Delso. Licensed under creativecommons.org/licenses/ 
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Finally, on 26 July 1853 after 6 months to the date (a journey that would normally average about 3 
months), HMS Hercules arrives in Port Adelaide, Southern Australia. Imagine the relief on board 
after such an arduous journey, the parting of family and friends on the other side of the world, and 
the loss of loved ones along the way. Now they could finally look forward to a new life with new 
opportunities in their new homeland... 


'- So, you think they have arrived? 


Many of the original emigrants, although embarking on the Hercules, did not in fact disembark from it on 
arrival in Adelaide. So how did all the survivors get here? 


We already know that there were some deaths prior to arrival in Cork/Cobh/Queenstown and that there 
were more during the Quarantine period. It appears those who stayed fit and well remained on the 
Hercules, but for those affected, or who had family affected, some went to Haulbowline Hospital, others 
were put on the Duc a' Orléans hospital hulk. Also, some orphaned children were returned home. We don’t 
(yet) know what happened to those left behind when the Hercules left Ireland, but many eventually 
embarked on one of several other ships for the forward journey to Australia. Some families were split in the 
process. It is also an unknown as to how they were transported to the ‘other ships. Many of those ‘other 
ships’ started their journeys from ports like Liverpool and Plymouth, in England for example (see table 
below). 


Statistics provided suggest that of the initial 840 emigrants aboard: 
- 56 Died resulting in 17 orphaned children being returned home 


- About 380 Continued on the Hercules leaving Ireland 14th April, arriving in Adelaide on 26th July 1853, 
some of whom continued to Victoria. 


The remaining passengers (~305) arrived on the following ships, some not until 1854. Listings of those who 
came directly to Adelaide are available on “The Ships Lists” by clicking on the ship name. 

Additionally, for the Adelaide arrivals the long link beneath the ship name will take you to the South 
Australian archives hand written passenger records. More information about those lists soon. 


The following list shows the Ship Name, where and when it departed from, 
the arrival port and date, and how many ex Hercules passenger embarked the sailing 


Calabar Southampton 4th May 1853 

Adelaide 1st August 1853 10 
https://archives.sa.gov.au/sites/default/files/documentstore/passengerlists/1853/GRG35 48 1 53- 
9 Calabar.pdf 


Bankers Daughter Liverpool 19th May 1853 
Geelong, Victoria 3rd September 1853 41 


Australia Liverpool 1st June 1853 
Melbourne 20th September 1853 39 


Neptune Plymouth 7th June 1853 
Adelaide 25th October 1853 63 


https://archives.sa.gov.au/sites/default/files/documentstore/passengerlists/1853/GRG35_ 48 1 53- 
13 Neptune.pdf 


Charles Liverpool 29th June 1853 
Melbourne (Victoria) 15th October 1853 35 


Caroline Liverpool 7th July 1853 
Moreton Bay (Brisbane, Queensland) 13th November 1853 8 
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Argyle Plymouth 25th July 1853 
Melbourne (Victoria) 15th October 1853 32 


Olivia Plymouth 30th July 1853 

Adelaide November 14th 1853 25 
https://archives.sa.gov.au/sites/default/files/documentstore/passengerlists/1853/GRG35 48 1 53- 
14 Olivia.pdf 


Epaminondas Southampton 29th August 1853 

Adelaide 24th December 1853 12 
https://archives.sa.gov.au/sites/default/files/documentstore/passengerlists/1853/GRG35 48 1 53- 
15 Epaminondas.pdf 


Bermondsey Plymouth 2nd September 1853 
Melbourne (Victoria) 5th December 1853 11 


David Malcolm Plymouth 21st September 1853 

Adelaide 4th January 1854 16 
https://archives.sa.gov.au/sites/default/files/documentstore/passengerlists/1854/GRG35 48 1 54- 
1 David%20Malcolm.pdf 


Poictiers Southampton 22nd September 1853 
Melbourne (Victoria) 6th January 1854 13 


Unfortunately, the search for the non-South Australian arrivals is not quite so simple! 


Try this website for Victorian arrivals: https://prov.vic.gov.au/explore-collection/explore-topic/passenger- 
records-and-immigration/assisted-passenger-lists 


" Please note: This arrival post was co-written and researched by Tania van Riel. 
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